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on the three Rogation Days. The ancient mass and lessons appointed for
them in Gaul are found in the ancient Gallican liturgy, published by
Mabillon. Saint Mammertus's younger brother, Mammertus Claudian,
who is celebrated by St Sidonius Apollinaris as the greatest scholar of his
age, but was much more commendable for his modesty and virtue, being
a priest, governed the affairs of his diocese under him. He was author
of the hymn Pange lingua gloriosi pr<elium certaminis and other elegant
works. He died about the year 474. Our saint survived him three years,
dying in 477, and is commemorated in the Roman Martyrology.

Under temporal afflictions we are to remember that God chastises us
in this life only in mercy: by these visits he desires to cure the disorderly
attachments of our souls, and to compel us to acknowledge that he is our
only salvation, comfort, and strength, and to seek him with our whole
hearts. To neglect human precautions and remedies against temporal
evils would be to tempt God; but so to rely on the means of human
prudence as not to have recourse to God by earnest prayer is to refuse
to acknowledge our dependence upon him, and to deprive ourselves of
his blessing which alone can give success even to natural means. St
Mammertus shows that prayer on these occasions must be accompanied
with compunction, penance, and alms-deeds. We must begin to implore
the divine mercy by renouncing sin as the greatest of evils, the cause of
all the chastisements which are inflicted on us, and an evil of an order
infinitely superior to all other calamities, insomuch that it is really the
only evil we ought truly to fear. Can we hope that God will hear our
prayers if we only ask of him what will entertain us in the kingdom of the
devil: not his grace, but the things of this world and the objects of our
irregular passions ? Such petitions are not prayers but inordinate desires.
Have we not reason to fear that ours are often such if we cry to God with tears
when any temporal calamity threatens us; but are insensible to the miseries
of our souls, and cold and remiss under spiritual dangers ? If we seek first
the kingdom of God and its justice, all other things will be given to us.

The following feasts are celebrated on May n :

BLESSED JOHN ROCHESTER, BLESSED JAMES WALWORTH, and their companions, Carthusians,
martyrs in the persecutions in England (Henry VIII): ST MAIEUL, in Latin MAJOLUS, Abbot of
Cluni. He was " very learned and a great encourager of useful studies " : and ST MAMMERTUS.

MAY  12

ST NEREUS AND ST ACHILLEUS, MARTYRS, CHAMBER-
LAINS TO ST FLAVIA DOMITILLA, WHO SUFFERED
WITH THEM

THEY were eunuchs or chamberlains belonging to St Flavia Domitilla,
zealous Christians, and with her were banished by Domitian into a little
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